Give us a passion to know,

To comprehend,

To drink in, with eager interest, the whole life-story

Of this Thy beautiful and marvellous creation,

Humanity,

Of this Thy handiwork, which Thou Thyself

Lovest eternally, passionately, comprehendingly,

Knowing the best and the worst,

Giving up with joy, for its sake,

Thine own immortal life.

FROM man's unfaithfulness
Our hearts turn longingly to Thee,
O Love eternal and unchanging.

From man's weak fickleness

Our hearts turn longingly to Thee

O Will immutable,

From man's small vapourings
Our hearts turn longingly to Thee,
O Word unspeakable.

From man's most sordid meanness
Our hearts turn longingly to Thee,
O Giver without stint or limit.

From man's exceeding feebleness
Our hearts turn longingly to Thee,
O Might omnipotent.
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